
 

But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.  Romans 8:25 
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Special points 
of interest: 

• Sunday School resumes 
January 4th 

• Help undecorated the 
church January 7th at 
6:00 p..m. 

• Happy new year! 
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Peace, Hope and Joy  

of the Lord Jesus Christ 

to all in the New Year! 



Birthdays 

January 3rd  Pat Jenson 

January 4th  Matt Taylor 

January 6th  Heather Olsen 

January 9th  Joe Steiskal 

  Kristen Steiskal 

  Dylan Wellnitz 

  Lori Johansen 

January 13th  Don Olsen 

January 16th  Liz Klaassen 

January 17th  Gordon Burkland 

January 18th  Rick Anderson 

January 29th  Jaclyn Schermer 

 

Anniversaries 

Jan 11th Henry & Gertrude Kieft 

Church family News 

PNC update 
sider to be today’s key 
theological issues. 

These 80 PIFs include 
self referrals and 
matches from Presby-
tery in Louisville.  As 
we review them, we 
are being mindful of 
how they match-up 
with what we stated 
that we desire in a 
pastor in our Church 
Information Form. 

We are currently are 
in contact with 7 pas-
tors through phone 
interviews and con-
versations with their 
references. 

We are taking a break 
until early January 
when we will dili-
gently resume our 

search. 

In all of our discus-
sions we are seeking 
the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and ask 
that you would con-
tinue to pray for wis-
dom and discernment 
for all of the commit-
tee members as we 
continue this process. 

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free 
to talk with any mem-
ber of the PNC. 

We have been meeting 
weekly since Thanks-
giving.  So far, we 
have read, discussed, 
reviewed, ranked and 
discussed some more 
about 80 Pastor Infor-
mation Forms.  These 
are essentially re-
sumes that pastors 
looking for a church 
compile detailing their 
education, continuing 
education, work ex-
perience, characteris-
tics that they desire in 
their next church, 
their accomplish-
ments in their present 
call, a paragraph 
about their leadership 
style and finally an-
other few paragraphs 
about what they con-

As 2009 begins 
we have many 
opportunities for 
prayer.  Please 
pray for our 
congregation as 
we face new 
challenges. Pray, 
also, for our new 
elders and 
deacons as they 
accept the 
challenges of 
church leadership. 
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United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin 
Cities, in partnership 
with the Minnesota 
Conferences of the 
United Church of 
Christ and the United 
Methodist Church, is 
pleased to announce 
the spring classes for 
the inaugural year of 
our ACADEMY FOR 
VITAL CHRISTIAN-
ITY. Students in the 
Academy for Vital 
Christianity will gain 
confidence in their 
ability to work in the 

church, a deep and 
more vital faith, and 
the skills to enhance 
their congregational 
participation. 

The six spring classes 
are Bible 101, Es-
sentials of Chris-
tian Education, 
Reading the Proph-
ets in the 21st Cen-
tury, Understand-
ing the New Testa-
ment in Today’s 
World, Steward-
ship: Grateful and 
Graceful Living, 

and Transforming 
Conflict: Dealing 
with Difficult Peo-
ple in Your Con-
gregation. Classes 
begin February 2009. 
For more details or to 
register, go to 
www.unitedseminary.
edu/
CommunityPrograms/
academy.asp or call 
651.255.6138. Class 
fee is $225.00. Dis-
count rate of $175.00 
for early registration.  

 

SPRING CLASSES FOR THE ACADEMY FOR VITAL CHRISTIANITY  

Ways to start off the new year 
The tradition of mak-
ing resolutions dates 
back to the Babyloni-
ans, who often prom-
ised to return bor-
rowed farm equip-
ment.  Using a baby to 
symbolize rebirth and 
the  new year dates 
back to the ancient 
Greeks and Egyptians.   

Modern-day New 
Year’s customs often 
focus on prosperity.  
In Spain, people eat 12 
grapes at midnight, 
hoping to have 12 
happy months to 
come.  The Dutch eat 

donuts because an-
other year has come 
full circle. 

One of the best ways 
to start off the New 
Year is by spending 
time in prayer.  Look 
back on God’s many 
blessings during the 
completed year and 
ask for his guidance in 
the one to come.  Also 
consider starting the 
tradition of praying 
for people around the 
world on New Year’s 
Day. 

According to histori-
ans, the celebration of 
the New Year is the 
oldest holiday.  An-
cient Babylonians ob-
served it in the spring 
about 4,000 years 
ago.  In 153  B.C., the 
Roman Senate de-
clared January 1 as 
New Year’s Day.   

The early church 
started to hold reli-
gious observances that 
coincided with pagan 
celebrations.  Some 
denominations still 
mark Christ’s circum-
cision on New Year’s. 

One of the 

best ways to 

start off the 

New Year is 

by spending 

time in 

prayer.   
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 B  uffalo Presbyterian Church is a congregation in which 
the Word, the Spirit, and the Love of God enrich and strengthen us 
as individuals and families in Christ. 
 The purpose of this church is to fully equip us to become 
disciples of  Jesus Christ, obeying His commandments to love and 
worship God, love and care for our neighbors, and make new dis-
ciples in our community and the world. 

507 County Road 134 
Buffalo, Minnesota 55313 

Phone: 763-682-2773 
 

www.buffalopchurch.org 
buffalopresbyterian@bwig.net 

Buffalo Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 Lay Leader   Resident  Pick-up 

Jan 4 Mike Quady   Jan  4  Dick Jenson 

Jan 11  Pat Olsen   Jan 11  Marlene Aldrich 

Jan 18   Chuck Klaassen  Jan 18  Dick Jenson 

Jan 25   Nancy Grittman  Jan 25  Marlene  Aldrich 

 

 Greeters 

Jan 4 Ron & Marquietta Shupe 

Jan 11  Marv Sikkila 

Jan 18   Walt & Kay Spike 

Jan 25   Barb Stone   

January  2009 

Newsletter submis-
sions are due by Fri-
day, January 16th for 
the February issue. 

 

Julia Carlson,                   
Interim Pastor 

Scott Dobovsky,                   
Youth Director 

Marcy Bodin,                              
Office Manager 

Holly Minke,                           
Newsletter Editor 

The New Times  January  Rotations 

 

T H E  N E W  T I M E S  I S  A  M O N T H L Y  
P U B L I C A T I O N O F  B U F F A L O  
P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H .  


