
time, talents and       
finances and ways we 
can do Christôs work 
both here and every-
where. 
     The campaign has 
shown initial success, 
but your commitment 
is still needed.  We 
want to be a congrega-
tion that thrives in ser-
vice, not just makes 
ends meet.  Let us all 
pray and then listen 
and respond as God 
guides us. 

As Christians, we are 
called to be good stew-
ards of our time, tal-
ents, leadership  and, 
yes, also our  money.  
So many of us give of 
our time to keep the 
building up and in 
shape.  Many give of 
talents in music, help-
ing other people and 
leading worthwhile 
activities in the com-
munity.  Our church 
does many things well. 
     Now we are called 
to be good stewards of 

our money.  Our 
church is in a difficult, 
but manageable, posi-
tion right now, and the 
future looks bright. 
Our  church has served 
the community and 
the world for 135 years 
and will continue to do 
so for years to come. 
     Our small  group 
Spring Forward  
meetings have been 
insightful and invigo-
rating.  They are gen-
erating ideas, ways we 
can serve God with our 

STEWARDSHIP ñSPRING  FORWARD  CAMPAIGN  

Plan to worship with GA on July 4th  

     All of you are in-
vited to worship with 
several thousand other 
Presbyterians at the 
General Assembly 
opening worship at the 
Minneapolis conven-
tion center on Sunday, 
July 4, at 10:00 a.m. 
There will be no wor-
ship at our church that 
morning because the 
Session would like you 
to take part in the larg-
est worship service in 
which you'll probably 
ever participate. 

     If you are concerned 
about getting to the 
convention center, 
don't worry...we'll put 
together some car 
pools. If you can't 
leave Buffalo that 
morning, please con-
sider worshiping with 
one of the congrega-
tions that we've part-
nered with in the past -
Spirit of Joy Lutheran 
Church (9:30 a.m.)  or 
the Buffalo United 
Methodist Church 
(9:45 a.m.). 

     The Nicollet Island 
facilities have been re-
served for Presbyteri-
ans for the day.  The 
area offers the best 
view of the Minneapo-
lis fireworks available.  
A fee will be charged 
for parking, supper 
and blankets to sit on 
during the fireworks.  
Go to their website at 
www.COLA2010.com 
for information and a 
ticket order form. This 
will be an exciting wor-
ship and celebration.    
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

¶ June 17-19 Youth 
Garage/Attic Sale 
at BPC 

¶ Happy Fatherôs 
DayðJune 20th!  

¶ Happy 4th of 
July!  

¶ August newsletter 
deadline July 16th  

¶ August 15th     
Worship in the 
Park AND            
Allï Church      
Picnic. 
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On Sunday, May 23rd, 
we welcomed five new 
members into this con-
gregation.  As they were 
preparing for member-
ship, over the course of 
four weeks we talked 
about what it meant to 
be a Christian, what it 
meant to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ, what it 
meant to be a Presbyte-
rian and what it meant 
to be a member of this 
particular local congre-
gation.  The last session 
included expectations of 
members and Jo 
Hatcher, elder in charge 
of Membership Minis-
try, suggested that it 
might be good to remind 
everyone of the things 
that were discussed 
then.  And so, I asked 
Holly to include them in 
the newsletter (p. 6).  As 
I told these five new 
people, the expectations 
should not surprise any-
one ï they are things 
that we all know we 
should do.  They are 
really minimal expecta-
tions of anyone who 
says they want to join 
with the community of 
believers but, in some 
ways, they may seem 
like huge expectations. 

     But thereôs nothing 
wrong with having great 
expectations.  In fact, I 
think youôd find that 
most of us have them for 
our lives and for those 
we love.  I donôt know 
any parent that hopes 

that their children will 
not do well in this life 
regardless of what they 
think that means.  I 
donôt know many people 
that have no aspirations 
for themselves, even if 
they are completely un-
realistic.  We may mock 
them when we hear 
other people putting for-
ward their five -year-
plan or see the plati-
tudes posted in home 
offices or in the work-
place.  You may have 
seen the motivational 
posters that take breath-
taking pictures com-
bined with inspirational 
sayings that are in-
tended to push one to 
greater drive and persis-
tence.  Someone has 
taken them and turned 
them around é theyôre 
called ñdesperationò 
posters.  They use simi-
lar pictures but insert a 
statement that is defeat-
ing.  Like the beautiful 
landscape at sunrise 
with the word MOTIVA-
TION below it and the 
caption ñIf a pretty 
poster and a cute saying 
is all it takes to motivate 
you, then you probably 
have a pretty easy job é 
the kind robots will be 
doing soon.ò  Or the pic-
ture of the pyramids set 
against a gorgeous blue 
sky with ACHIEVE-
MENT emblazoned be-
low it and the saying 
ñYou can do anything 
you set your mind to, as 
long as you have vision, 

determination, and an 
endless supply of ex-
pendable labor.ò  Or the 
picture of a cougar nes-
tled in tree branches 
with the word INDIF-
FERENCE below it and 
the caption ñIt takes 43 
muscles to frown and 17 
to smile, but it doesnôt 
take any to just sit there 
with a dumb look on 
your face.ò  Or THE SE-
CRET TO SUCCESS 
with the caption ñ What 
is the Secret?  Pretend 
youôve already achieved 
it ï then offer to sell the 
Secret to others.ò  Of 
course, these are funny 
because there are some 
truths in them but we 
arenôt driven to achieve-
ment by negativity.  

     I believe the Christian 
life is filled with lofty 
goals and inspirational 
ambitions.  I should 
have them for you as 
members of the congre-
gation Iôve been called 
to serve.  You should 
have them for me as 
your pastor.  And they 
should be grounded 
completely and solely on 
Scripture and our call to 
follow Jesus Christ.  I 
mentioned this one Sun-
day as I drew your at-
tention to a passage 
from Colossians that 
records Paulôs prayer for 
the members of that 
congregation (and for all 
disciples of Jesus 
Christ).  Let me mention 
it again because I be-

FROM  THE  PASTORõS DESKñGREAT  EXPECTATIONS  

     ñI BELIEVE  
THE  CHRISTIAN  
LIFE  IS FILLED  

WITH  LOFTY 
GOALS AND  

INSPIRATIONAL  
AMBITIONS .  I 
SHOULD  HAVE  
THEM  FOR YOU 
AS MEMBERS OF 

THE  
CONGREGATION 
IôVE BEEN 
CALLED TO 

SERVE.  YOU 
SHOULD  HAVE  

THEM  FOR ME  AS 
YOUR PASTOR.  

AND  THEY 
SHOULD  BE 
GROUNDED 

COMPLETELY 
AND  SOLELY ON 
SCRIPTURE AND  

OUR CALL TO 
FOLLOW JESUS 

CHRIST.ò   
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lieve Scripture is where 
our expectations for 
each other should be 
based:  Colossians 1:9ï
14; 1:28ï2:7. 

     Paul prays for people 
he called saints (and we 
are to understand that 
that word describes us 
as well) é that we 
might:  

¶ know Godôs will,                    

¶ know all that God       
has given us, 

¶ know what He had  
done for us, 

¶ know Christ Him-
self, and 

¶ know that in Christ 
are all the treasures 
of wisdom and 
knowledge. 

The result of that knowl-
edge is so that we can 

¶ live lives worthy of                                 
the Lord,  

¶ bear fruit in our 
good works, 

¶ grow in knowledge 
and strong in Godôs 
power, 

¶ be prepared to      
patiently endure 
everything while  
giving thanks. 

We will know that  

¶ we have been res-
cued from darkness, 

¶ we have been trans-
ferred into Godôs 
Kingdom, and 

¶ all of our sins have 
been forgiven. 

¶ we will not stay             
babies but will grow to 
maturity in Christ.  

¶ we will not be         
deceived, 

¶ we will live our lives 
firmly in Christ,  
¶we will be rooted in 
Christ,  

¶ we will be built up in 
Christ,  

¶ we will be strength-
ened in faith, and 

¶ we will be overflowing 
with thankfulness.  

      Our work, like Paulôs, 
is to be fueled by the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
at work in us.  Our toil, 
our struggle, is to come 

from that energy source 
and our expectations of 
life together should 
come from the list 
above.  It is not too 
much é and it is not im-
possible.  In every way, 
through the power God 
so richly supplies, we 
are to be made more 
and more like Christ.  
And as a result our lives 
will be transformed and 
the world around us.  
Youôll hear me say these 
things again and again 
é and you may even tire 
of it é but these are the 
things I pray for because 
they are what God wants 
for us.  My work is to 
bring that challenge to 
you week after week, 
declaring Godôs word to 
us and our congrega-
tional life.  We all need 
to have great expecta-
tions of ourselves and 
our life together.  And 
we need to trust that 
God will supply every-
thing we need through 
His riches made avail-
able to us in Christ     
Jesus. 

FROM  THE  PASTORõS D ESK, CONT .  FROM  PAGE  2 

ñMY WORK IS TO 
BRING  THAT  

CHALLENGE  TO 
YOU WEEK 

AFTER WEEK, 
DECLARING  

GODôS WORD TO 
US AND  OUR 
CONGREGA-

TIONAL  LIFE.ò  
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Let us Pray for our families and friends  

June  20  

Ron Johansen 

June 27  

Curt and Lori Johansen 

July 4  

Ralph & Kitty Johansen 

 

You are invited to pray 
with our deacons for 
these families: 

June 6  

Marv , Dorothy Hofman  

June 13  

Dick & Pat Jenson 

July 11  

Marilyn Johansen  

July 18  

Dave & Jean Johnson 

July  25  

Ken & Joan McKenzie 



June Birthdays  

13  Mindy Arns  

14 Mary Quatier     

16 Lisa Cooper 

17 Brandi Wellnitz  

20 Nancy Grittman  

21 Jiggs Hatcher 

22 Justin VanderSluis   

26 Jessica Minke 

28  David Gatzke 

30 Mary Markve -Patch 

June Anniversaries  

3 Jim & Lisa Cooper 

6 Joel & Tammy Aldrich  

8 Katherine & Bruce Granger 

23  Tom & Holly Minke  

 Mark & Michele Lawlor  

25  Terry & Susan Schermer 

30 Marv & Dorothy Hofman  

July Birthdays  

2  Ron Grittman  

5  Abby Grittman  

 Steven Mills 

17  Rainer Pensky  

 Sierra Jenson 

25 Marilyn Johansen  

 Kristopher Spike 

26  Anthony Mills  

27 Anthony Lawlor  

 Michele Lawlor  

July Anniversaries  

13 Don & Pat Olsen 

15 Rainer & Dolores Pensky 

 

Happy Birthday and                          
Happy  Anniversary                          

to one and all!  

OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY  

 

WE WELCOME Haddon Allyn Anderson, son of Haddon and Karlyn 
Anderson and grandson of Don and  Susan Anderson.  Haddon was 
born in Albert Lea, Minnesota on May 15, 2010.  He joins big sister,    
Levia, and is now home in Garner, Iowa. 

WELCOME TO Chloe Sabine Marsh, daughter of Nell and Matt Marsh 
and granddaughter of Jerry and Marlene Aldrich.  Chloe was born on 
Saturday, June 5th in Minneapolis.  

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO the family  and friends of Noreen 
Mills, who died May 1, 2010 in Pontiac, Michigan.  A private service was 
held. 

A memorial service will be held for Ron Shupe at BPC on Sunday, 

June 27, 2010 at 3:00 p.m.  Ron passed away in Arizona, on January 

25th, 2010. 

Church family news  
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Please pray 

for  

This month please 

include all of our 

BPC members and 

friends as we 

enjoy the summer 

months.  Please 

pray for special 

family times, for 

times of relaxation 

and for safe travels 

and vacations. 


